Appendix 22 – To Hell with Good Intentions
Objective: 
This discussion-based activity and related assignment builds on Ivan Illich’s address to the Conference on InterAmerican Student Projects (CIASP) in Cuernavaca, Mexico on April 20, 1968, “To Hell with Good Intentions.” The objectives are for you to assess global service-learning from a critical perspective, reflect on your motivation for engaging in global service-learning, and to develop a better understanding of social responsibility and community engagement.
Required Pre-Reading: 

Illich, I. (1968). To hell with good intentions. Conference on Inter-American Student Projects. Cuernavaca, Mexico. Available at http://www.swaraj.org/illich_hell.htm 

Case Study [Use actual program if possible]: 

You are about to participate on a goodwill tour designed for student athletes of three cities in Ethiopia: Korah (or Kore), Adama and Gutumuma. The stated purpose of the trip is to improve the lives of the people living in this African country. You will be traveling with about ten other athletes to spend about one week in Ethiopia working on homes, delivering food and sports equipment, and helping families in need. This is the third year for this tour and in previous years, contingents have painted houses and delivered mattresses to people who were sleeping on makeshift beds of hay and cardboard.  They installed a sink at a watering hole to give the village safer drinking water. Other contingents have planted vegetable gardens and fruit trees at orphanages and done odd jobs in a leper colony. Most of your group has never been out of the country. Your institution’s athletic director of marketing will be leading the trip because he and his wife adopted a child from Ethiopia and he has some familiarity with Ethiopian culture. The week-long trip costs about $9,000, not including airfare. Your group will meet once or twice before you go to meet each other and familiarize yourselves with travel logistics and health and safety protocols.  No academic credit is being awarded.
Small Group Discussion #1:

Read the following passages from Ivan Illich’s 1968 speech:
By definition, you cannot help being ultimately vacationing salesmen for the middle-class ‘American Way of Life,’ since that is really the only life you know. A group like this could not have developed unless a mood in the United States had supported it - the belief that any true American must share God's blessings with his poorer fellow men. The idea that every American has something to give, and at all times may, can and should give it, explains why it occurred to students that they could help [Mexican] peasants ‘develop’ by spending a few months in their villages.”

“It is now high time to cure yourselves of this. You, like the values you carry, are the products of an American society of achievers and consumers, with its two-party system, its universal schooling, and its family-car affluence. You are ultimately-consciously or unconsciously – ‘salesmen’ for a delusive ballet in the ideas of democracy, equal opportunity and free enterprise among people who haven't the possibility of profiting from these.”
In pairs, what is your response to the critique that you are vacationing salesmen for the American way of life? What can you do before and during your time abroad to learn about diverse cultures within [Ethiopia]?
Small Group Discussion #2:

Read the following passages adapted from Ivan Illich’s 1968 speech:

“All you will do in a [Mexican] village is create disorder. At best, you can try to convince [Mexican] girls that they should marry a young man who is self-made, rich, a consumer, and as disrespectful of tradition as one of you. At worst, in your ‘community development’ spirit you might create just enough problems to get someone shot after your vacation ends and you rush back to your middleclass neighborhoods…”

“You start on your task without any training. Even the Peace Corps spends [money] on each corps member to help him adapt to his new environment and to guard him against culture shock. How odd that nobody ever thought about spending money to educate poor [Mexicans] in order to prevent them from the culture shock of meeting you?”

“In fact, you cannot even meet the majority which you pretend to serve in [Latin America] - even if you could speak their language, which most of you cannot. You can only dialogue with those like you – [Latin American] imitations of the North American middle class. There is no way for you to really meet with the underprivileged, since there is no common ground whatsoever for you to meet on.”
Do you agree with Illich that there is no way for you to really meet with the underprivileged?  If not, how would you do that in a way that puts both of you on equal ground and allows you to truly connect?  What are your program’s plans, if any, to try to make that happen?
Small Group Discussion #3:

Read the following passages from Ivan Illich’s 1968 speech:

“If you insist on working with the poor, if this is your vocation, then at least work among the poor who can tell you to go to hell. It is incredibly unfair for you to impose yourselves on a village where you are so linguistically deaf and dumb that you don't even understand what you are doing, or what people think of you. And it is profoundly damaging to yourselves when you define something that you want to do as ‘good,’ a ‘sacrifice’ and ‘help.’  I am here to suggest that you voluntarily renounce exercising the power which being an American gives you. I am here to entreat you to freely, consciously and humbly give up the legal right you have to impose your benevolence on [Mexico]. I am here to challenge you to recognize your inability, your powerlessness and your incapacity to do the ‘good’ which you intended to do. I am here to entreat you to use your money, your status and your education to travel in [Latin America]. Come to look, come to climb our mountains, to enjoy our flowers. Come to study. But do not come to help.”
In pairs, what is your response to Illich’s request to not come to help? Is it enough to just “look,” enjoy the beauty, to travel and to accept that you can’t really “help”?   Is there validity in traveling for reasons other than helping?  If so, what?
Assignment:

Based on today’s discussion, please submit a 2-3 page reflection paper addressing one the following questions:
· If I believe that I should still go on this trip, what do I need to learn about myself and my own culture before I go? 

· Before I go, how will I learn about [Ethiopia] and the diverse [Ethiopian] cultures with which I will have contact? 

· What are the pitfalls of travel that Illich mentions that most worry me? How can I avoid those? 

· How can I meet [Ethiopians] who can tell me to "go to hell" and therefore try to develop meaningful relationships with them? 
